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SUBJECT: DELHI EXPERIENCES ITS FIRST "GENERAL STRIKE" 

SUMMARY: LEFTIST LABOR ORGANIZATIONS AND THE JANA SANGH 
SEPARATELY ORGANIZED A DAY'S "GENERAL STRIKE" DELHI 
ON NOVEMBER 6. THOUGH CALLED A "BANDH" (CLOSURE), IT WAS 
ONLY PARTIALLY SUCCESSFUL, BASICALLY PEACEFUL, AND DID 
NOT ENGULF THE CAPITAL IN VIOLENCE AS REPORTED IN THE 
NEW YOUK TIMES. NEVERTHELESS, IT WAS THE FIRST GENERAL 
STRIKE TO BE CALLED IN THE UNION CAPITAL SINCE INDEPENDENCE. 
END SUMMARY. 



1. LEFTIST LABOR UNIONS ORGANIZED A "GENERAL STRIKE" IN 
DELHI TO PROTEST AGAINST RISING PRICES. SCARCITIES AND 
THE GOVERNMENT'S ECONOMIC POLICIES. THE CENTER OF INDIAN 
TRADE UNIONS (CITU), THE LABOR WING OF THE COMMUNIST 
PARTY OF INDIA, MARXIST (CPM), JOINED BY NEHRU 
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS, INITIATED THE MOVE FOR THE "DELHI 
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BANDH". THE ALL-INDIA TRADE UNION CONGRESS (AITUC), AFFILIATED 
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WITH THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF INDIA (CPI), FOLLOWED THIS 
WITH A CALL FOR A UNITED "BANDH" EFFORT. THE RIGHTIST JANA 
SANGH ALSO JOINED THE BANDWAGON THE DAY BEFORE THE STRIKE WAS 
SCHEDULED. ITS PRESIDENT L.K. ADVANI AND SOME 300 ACTIVISTS 
WERE ARRESTED WHEN A PROCESSION LED BY THEM TURNED VIOLENT. 
THE LOCALLY POWERFUL INDIAN NATIONAL TRADE UNION CONGRESS, 
LINKED TO THE RULING CONGRESS, NOT ONLY DISSOCIATED ITSELF 
FROM THE ’'BANDH'' BUT OPENLY CAME OUT AGAINST IT. THOUGH 
CALLED A "BANDH" THE STRIKE WAS NEITHER AS EXTENSIVE NOR AS 
EFFECTIVE AS SUCH GENERAL PROTESTS ORGANIZED IN THE PAST 
IN CALCUTTA AND BOMBAY, BUT IT WAS THE FIRST OF ITS KIND 
TO BE HELD IN THE NATIONAL CAPITAL SINCE INDEPENDENCE. 

2. BY MIDDAY NOVEMBER 6, THE "DEHHI BANDH" HAD SEVERELY 
AFFECTED COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL LIFE THROUGHOUT THE 
UNION TERRITORY WITH MOST BANK EMPLOYEES, TEXTILE AND 
FACTORY WORKERS STAYING AWAY FROM THEIR JOBS. NEWSPAPER 
OFFICES WERE ALSO CLOSED. MANY CINEMAS AND 
RESTAURANTS, AS WELL AS SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES, REMAINED 
CLOSED. IN A NUMBER OF AREAS, SHOPKEEPERS PULLED DOWN 
THEIR SHUTTERS EITHER BECAUSE OF INTIMIDATION OR FEAR OF 
PROPERTY DAMAGE. THE "BANDH" WAS GENERALLY PEACEFUL, BUT 
THERE WERE STRAY INCIDENTS OF VIOLENCE IN SOME INDUSTRIAL 
AREAS, LEADING TO TEMPORARY WITHDRAWAL OF CITY TRANSPORT 
BUSES FROM THESE LOCALITIES AND SOME TEAR-GASSING IN THE 
CENTRAL BUSIMESS DISTRICT. ALL GOI OFFICES EXCEPT THE JANA 
SANGH-CONTROLLED MUNICIPAL CORPORATION FUNCTIONED NORMALLY, 
AS DID THE SUPREME COURT, MOST HOSPITALS, RAILROAD STATIONS, 
AIRPORTS, LOCAL ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES, AND EVEN THE NORMALLY 
ERRATIC ELECTRICITY DEPARTMENT. CABS AND OTHER HIRED MEANS 

OF TRANSPORT PLIED AS USUAL. 

THE LT. GOVERNOR OF DELHI TOLD AN EMBOFF THE AUTHORITIES HAD 
STERNLY WARNED THE ORGANIZERS NOT TO HALT VITAL SERVICES. 

HE WAS VERY RELAXED ABOUT THE "BANDH" AND SAID, INDEED, IT 
WAS PERFECTLY UNDERSTANDABLE THAT THE PEOPLE SHOULD WISH 
TO EXPRESS THEIR CONCERN OVER RISING PRICES. 

3. THOUGH THE CREDIT FOR THE SUCCESS OF THE "BANDH" IS 
EVENLY SHARED, IT REPRESENTS THE FIRST MAJOR CPM 
ATTEMPT TO MAKE ITS PRESENCE FELT IN THE UNION CAPITAL. 
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THE CPM LABOR FRONT, WHICH HAS ALREADY LOST MUCH GROUND TO 
ITS CONGRESS AND CPM COUNTERPARTS, HAD NO OPTION BUT TO FALL 
IN LINE. THE JANA SANGH'S BELATED JOINING OF THE FRAY 
SERVED A DUAL PURPOSE: TO PREVENT OTHER PARTIES FROM 
PLAYING A BIG ROLE BY THEMSELVES IN DELHI, ITS MAJOR 
STRONGHOLD; AND TO SHARE THE UNPOPULARITY OF THE WATER- 
WORKERS STRIKE IT HAD ORGANIZED A DAY EARLIER. 

MOYNIHAN 
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